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Management objectives

No major change of use is proposed for any of the tive parks.

The overall objective should be to maintain, strengthen and upgrade existing
attractions to maximise use, without impacting on the park, nearby residens
or, in the case of O H Reid and Greville Street Reserve, on adiacent
bushland.

Priority actions

At Willoughby Park, upgrade Willoughby Park Centre and surrounds as a
major community focus; upgrade the childrcn's play area to a regional levcl;
create new recreational opponunities for teenagers such as new half-
basketball courts and a bicycle track; address the erosion and dust problems;
and consider the long-term use of the Willoughby Park Bowling Club given
declining use.

At Naremburn Park, upgrade and landscape rhe car park, and upgrade the
children's play area.

At all parks, continue to plant additional perimeter rees, make entries more
welcoming and upgrade seating.

At aII parks, reconsider Council policy regardin-q dogs. Consider increasing
dog Iicences to help pay for extra rangers and dog catchers; installing dog
toilets; and increasing education through local papers to make owners more
responsible for their dogs' actions.

where capital improvements are proposed tbr rhe land and its facilities, and
the broad approval of local residenrs has been esrirblished for the lease or
licence and the proposed capital improvemenrs.
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lntroduction

1.1 Background

The Local Government Act 1993 requires that all community land be thc subject of
a plan of management. Cunently, Willoughby City Council is preparing - or
commissioning - plans of management for all its communiry land. Willoughby has
t47 open space areas covering about 424 hectares. Of these, 95vo are administered
by Council and 59o by other government authorides. Because of the large number
of open spaces, Council has decided to, wherever t'easible, have all areas of open
space with a similar function be covered by a single plan of management' as
allowed by the Act.

This plan of management Pertains to five parks with playing fields and adjoining
facilities. The parls are zoned 6(a) Open Space under the Willoughby Planning
Scheme and owned by Council. The plan of management must therefore be
approved by Council. These parks, shown on Figure l, are'

1.2 Aim of this repoft

The overall aim of this report is to provide a generic plan of management to comply

with the Local Covernment Act 1993 in relation to the subject palks. and to accord
wirh the aims and directions of the Willoughby Open Space Plan (1995). The report

contains the major issues ident i f ied by the community.  as wel l  as those by the

consulting team and Council. and provides a tramework tbr action lt is intended irs

a working document for Counci l  that may be ret 'erred to on I  re,uular basis.
pirrticular'ly tilr the ptrrposes of annual wol ks estimates.
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1.3 The open space system and recreation trends

ln recent years. Wil loughby City Counci l  has commissioned two major srudies
t'ocusing on the area's recreation needs and resources. The tirsr, the lililloughby
Recreation P/an (Willoughby City Council, 1993). is an exrcnsive document that
aims to provide a framework for recreation provision within rhe City. The plan
tbrmulared ttre tbllowing mission statement for recreation:

The provision of qualiry recreational opportunities in order n provide al
sectors of Willoughby's communiry with diverse and satisfiing
experiences-

The Willoughby Recreation Plan listed the fotlowing general rccrearion needs
relevant to this repon:

as garbage bins, bubblers, seadng and toiles at grounds.

The repon also listed dre following pertinent trends:

touch football and baseball.

baseball.

The second rcporl' Open Space Plan (Manidis Roberts Consultants, 1995), focused
on the overall open space system. It records open space supply, assesses demand
for different recreation settings and facilities, matches existing supply with existing
and future demand, assesses the role of each open space area in terms of its
environmental value, and develops strategies for the provision of open space and
rccreation opponunities. The Open Space Plan formulared the tbllowing goals for
open space in Willoughby:

space system.

City thlou,uh the mana_{ement of the open .space sy.stem.

M ^ N  r O  r S  n O 6 E R  r S  C O X  S u  L r ^ N t t



1.4 Characteristics of the parks

Willoughby Park. This is the City's premier community-based park. It has
a predominantly district catchment, though ir does anract people from beyond
the City boundaries, and is well used. Is major elements are a picturesque
oval with an 'A' class turt wicket and tloodlighting, a junior (halt'-size)
playing f ield, Wil loughby Park Bowling Club, the Wil loughby Park
Recreation Centre containing the Albert Chowne VC Memorial community
hall and a pre-school, and a playground. Due to the close proximity of the
hall, pre-school and playground, the park is a major focus tbr community
activities - panicularly thosc involving family-bascd activities.

Naremburn Park. This is a major sports-based park with a predominantly
district catchment. Is major elements are rwo floodlit playing fields separated
by a picturesque avenue of trees, rhe First Naremburn Cub Hall, a large
amenities block with a flat roof used for casual roller-blading, two netball
courts, two bocce courts and a playground. Due to the availability of
floodLighting, the park is very intensively used for training in winter.

Bales Park. This is a well-used sports-based park with a 'village green' or
English common atmospherc created by rhe proximity of houses, which back
onto the park on three sides. The park has a mainly district catchment,
anracting visitors from throughout Willoughby City. Is major elements are a
large playing field, a clubhouse and kiosk (previously used by netball teams
tlat once played here), two bocce courts and a playground. The previous use
of the ground for netball had a major impact on local residents, who objected
to the intensity of the use with the attendant problems of weekend traffic and
norse.

O H Reid Memorial Park. This is a tranquil park in a bushland setting.
The park has a mainly district catchmenr, atrracring visitors from throughout
Willoughby City. Its major elements are a playing field, and small pavilion;
and an adjoining picnic area. A recenr proposal for a synthetic hockey field
and floodlighting drcw a very strong negative Gsponse from local rcsidents,
who are keen to have the park remain a low-key recreation venue. This is
reflected in the relatively high number of written responses from residents
tbcusing on this issue.

Creville Street Reserve. This is a small, quier park in a bushland setting.
The park has a mainly local catchment. anracting visitors tiom the local
subur-b. I t  hirs a half  f ield used tbr junior soccer. an intbrmal picnic area
overlooking nealby bushland and .some basic play equipment.

Chalacter ist ics of  the parks ure l istcd in Table I  and park locl t ions arE shown in
Figures 2-6.
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Table 1 - Characleristics of the parks

P a r k Area Fac i l i t ies
( h a l

Operaling Category '
cosls pa

Selling ,

Willoughby 4.9128 2 playing li€lds
Bowling club

Bowling / Bocce
greens

Recreation centre
Play equipment

Floodlighls
Cricket nets

Amoniti€s block
Grandstand
Car pafiing

Spodsground
Park

General
community use

Outdoor sports
Civic spac€

Indoor lacility

Piayground

$54,400

NarenSurn 4.22oI 2 playing lields
Floodlights

Play equiprnent

Scout Hall
Am€nities block
N€tball courls

Bocce
Car parking

Sponsground Ouldoorspons
Patk Playground

Gon€ral Indoor lacility
community use

$28,380

Balos .|.6652 Playing ti€ld
Play equipment

Clubhouso

Bocce
Car parking

$20,,176 Spo.tsground Outdoorsporls
Park Playground

Gen6ral Indoor facility
community use

oH Beit 8.6059 Playing lield

Picnic area

Toilets

Play equipm€nt
Car parking

$13,504 Sportsground Outdoorsports
Park Adiac€nt

bushland

Greviffa Strset 0-7179 Playing lield
Play equipment

Picnic tables

s4292 Sportsground Outdoor sports
Park Adiacent

bushland

Source: Open Space Plan (Manidis Bobens Consultants, 1995)

' As pet 1993 Local Government Act

I As per D€partment ol Planning's Outdoot Rec@etion and Open Space Planning Guidelines, 1992

M ^ N t O  r S  n o a E f |  r s  c o N s u  L r a r i r 6
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Basis for management

Because this plan of management is intended to outl ive many of the actions
outlined, and to be used as a resource for responding to future issues, it is critical to
present management objectives for each park. These objectives should have a
lifespan ofsome 20 years from the date of approval of this plan of management.

The management objectives are based on the values of the parks, and the role that
each park will play within Willoughby's open spacc system.

2.1 Values and roles of the parks

A community's shared values rcflect the reasons why that community enjoys a
panicular rcsource, and what it likes about it. These values help define the role the
resource should play and also to give direction to the recommended strategies and
actions for the rcsource. Thc values and roles of the parks are shown in Table 2.

c o n t u L i ^ { r s



Tabl6 2 - Values and roles of the parks

P a r k V q l u e R o  l e

Willoughby > Recrealional

> Children'srecreation

> Social

> Major venue lor community'based non-
sporling rect€ation and learning

> Major vsnug lot unstructuted recreation

> Maior venu€ lor organised sport

Maior venu€ lor children's recreation

Civic space / moeting place

Naremburn > Recroational

> Social

> Major venue lor otganised sPort and nighl-
tims training

> Venue for bocco lor ethnic community

> Venu€ for unstructurod r€creation &
children's play

> Meeting place for cubs and scouts

Bal€s > Recr€ational > Venu€ for sporl
> Venus for unslruclured recrealion &

childr6n's play

O H Reid > Recreational

> Environmenlal

> Venue lor sport
> Venu€ lor unslructuted, nature-orienled

recrealion

Venus lor 6nvironmental education and
bush reg6n6Iation

Grevillo Slreet > Flecreational

> Environm€ntal

> Venus for iunior sPort
> Venue lor unstructuaed recteation

> Venue for bushland obs€rvalion

R O A E F  I 9  C O N  5 U  L Y  A N '  S
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2.2 Management objectives

2.2.1 Willoughby Park

2.2.2

Willoughby Park should continue in is role as Willoughby's major community-
based park. The overall managemenr objective should be to maintain. strengthen
and upgrade existing attractions to maximise use. No major change of use is
envisaged for the park, orher than rhe bowling club. which may undergo a change
of fbcus should interest in bowls continue to decline. This change of tbcus could
include activities such as tcnnis, basketball. netball or touch football.

Naremburn Park

Naremburn Park should continue in its role as a major spons-based park and night-
time training venue catering mainly for tradirional sports such as rugby, soccer and
cricket. The overall management objective should be to maintain, strengthen and
upgrade attractions to maximise use, without affectin,s the recreational resource or
the amenity of nearby residens. No major change of use is envisaged for the park.

Bales Park

Bales Park should continue in its role as a primarily district park offering structured
and unstructured rccreation in a village green aunosphere. The overall management
objective should be to maintain exisring attractions and manage the park in a way
that do€s not causc undue impact on residents bordering the park. No major change
of use is envisaged for the park.

O H Reid Reserve

O H Reid Reserve should continue in its role as a primarily district park offering a
balance ofstructured and unstructured recreation in a bushland setting. The overall
management objective should be to maintain existing attractions and manage the
park in a way that does not cause undue impact on the bushland and residents
bordering the park. No major change of use is envisaged tbr the park.

Greville Street Reserve

Crcville Street Reserve should continue in irs role as a local park oft'ering a balance
of low-key structured and unsrructured recrcarion againsr a bushland backdr.op. The
ovelall management objective should be t() maintain existing attractions and manage
the park in a way that does nOt cause undue impact on rlre bushland and tesidents
boldel ing the pulk.  No majol  chunge of use is envis irged t i r r . the pulk.

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

M A N I O I S  N O 6 € R  Y 3  C O N  S U  L I ^ N T S



2.3 Guiding principles

The tbllowing guiding principles have been fbrmulated ro help guide all decisions
tbr the ongoing management of rhe parks. They represent a synthesis of views
expressed by the community and user groups durin-e the consultation process tbr
the plan of management.

unstructured recreation.

corrcsponding rcduction in the qua.lity of the recreation experience.

exclusive use righs by any one user group.

facilities and intensity of use.

native/indigenous.

enjoyment of the parks.

l { r o  r 5  n o B E R t s  C O x  S U  L r A N r s



Consultation & identification of issues

Community consultation has been integral to the preparation of this plan of
managemenL and builds on the substantial consultation that occuned during the
preparation of the Willoughby Recreation PIan (1993). To date, consultation has
involved meetings with user groups of each park and a questionnaire survey
distributed to residents living near each park. Key hndings are summariscd below.

3.1 lssues raised by user groups

Issues raised at meetings with user groups are listed below for each park. No
priority order is given.

3.1.1 Willoughby Park

Extend children's bike tracUpram /foot path around park perimeter to include
exercisc use for jogging and roller-blading.

Tables and chairs, and BBQs at the McClelland Street end of the park,
especially near play area.

Clear undergrowth at the top of the Bowling Club to improve child safety

Create a meeting place on Warrane Road under the trees outside the entry to
the Willoughby Park Centre, with paving. benches, low shrubs; ameliorate
dust bowl problems.

Upgradc play equipment to create an imaginative regional playground (eg
creative space with sculptures as useable structures tbr children to climb, and
water play arcas). Consider wider swings to accommodate adula holding
young chlldren, and structures to enable usc by children with disabilities.
Fully enclose playground and make McClelland Street gates selt'-closing.

Landscape treatment of comer McCle and Street and Founh Avenue.

Upgrade ard maintain exisring tbotpaths.

Rolle r-blade/skateboalcL/bicyc [e taci l i ty (eg basin or 'doughnut) near cl icket
ne ts.

lmprove l igl t t ing ttrr sale access and to deter- vandll isnr. pir l t icularly anrund
the Wil loughby Park Centre.

M A . r r o r s



anti-social behaviour, Iitter). Need tbr spot checks by Council ranger during
football season.

strips, etc.

for spot checks by Council tanger, use of dog loos and education programs.

now occupy one of the greens, but no other initiatives in place to arrest the
problem. Concem regarding renewal of lease in 1997.

for women (there is only one female /disabled toilet h the park).

demand, including prc-school. The Centre needs a management plan.

ball games, perhaps near No 2 field or near play area.

3.1.2 Naremburn Park

detenoration, due to dre general lack of lit training glound.s irr tJte City.

pufposes on weekday atiernoons. and illcgal pirrking on Dalleys Road.

1 6  M A r r o l 6  a o a E R  t S  c o N s u L Y  N t s
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game in progress rlue to risk of windscreen damage.

including landscaping, and maintcnance, provided it can -eain a minimum l0-
year lease and establish the park as a permanent training venue Monday to
Thursday. and for Saturday morning games forjunioa.

quickly (twice yearly vacuuming needed).

location outside dre toilet entry.

3.1.3 Bales Park

residents have no maior concems.

3.1.4 OHReidReserve

a similar low-key spon to gain a long leasc of the ground.

. main user groups.

the regeneration work, and donation of plans.

change is characrer, including training lighrs.

M ^ N I O  I S  R O E E A  i S  C c , N  S U  L Y A N T S



3.1.5 Greville Street Reserve

maintained by Council and residents. who havc a rc-eular ground clean-up.

3.2 lssues raised by residents

Five hundrcd letters (500) were delivered to residents living around each of the five
parks. The letters requested input to the plan of management. In addition, an
advertisement was placed in the Nonh Shorc Times targeting the wider community
and seeking comments. Sixty-one (61) written responses were received. Issues
nised in these letters are prcsented in dre following tables.

3.2.1 Willoughby Park

Twelve written submissions werc received in relation to the pa*. The issues raised,
and the number of times they were raised, are shown in Table 3.

Table 3 - Willoughby Park: issues raised by residents

l s s u e Times
r a i s e d

Oogs - child safety and droppings a problem. Dogs to be kept on a leash
Traflic speeds a problem on roads around th6 park

Upgrade mainlenance in non-sporl areas

Upgrads play area and lence otf

Install bik6 track tor childr€n
Provid€ a cats in the Willoughby Park C6ntro
Plant mor6 tre€s, parliculatly native

Upgrad€ ti€ld No 2
Provid€ wheelchair access to Willoughby Park C6ntr€
Footballers l ittering in wint€r

lrprove security lighling
Increase surveil lance
More seating, BBOs
Ke€p main gates open in daylight hours
Increase parking around the oval
Atl€nd to erosron groblems al corner of Warrane and Flobert Streets

Expand the Willoughby Park Cenlre to cater lor increased demand
Upgrade enlry n€a. Eowling Club

Attend to dust bowl probl€m along McClelland Street, north kom the pathway

4

2
2
2
,|

I
I
I

1
I

1

1

I

I

I

I
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Naremburn Park

Seven written submissions were received in relation to the park. The issues raised.
and the number of times rhey were raised. are shown in Table 4.

Table 4 -  Naremburn Park:  lssues ra ised bv res idents

l s s u e Times
ra  is  ed

3.2.3

Anention lo parking issuss (eg car park ussd for commuter parking and as
transfsr depot for couriors in afternoon)
Upgrade fsncing around phy afea
Toilets not opsn during the day, standard poor
Upgrad€ netballcouns
Nois€ on training nights
Road safety issues due to through tratlic
Picnic shelters needed
More seating
lmprovo pathway lighling
Better drainage ol retaining wall needed
Upgrade play equipment
Do not allow Gordon Rugby exclusiva use of the park

3

2

1
1
1
,|

1

1

Bales Park

Seven written submissions were received in relation to the park. The issues raised,
and the number of times they were raised, are shown in Table 5.

Table 5 -  Bales Park:  issues ra ised by res idents

l s s u e T i m e s
r a i s e d

Vandalism and othef anti-social behaviour, especially at night
Toilets needed near play area
Trim trees, especially Nodolk Pines
Highor lenc€s n€€ded to stop c.ickel balls going into residences
Upgrade play equipmenl

Enhance landscape planhng at Sydney and Stanley Street entrances
The park is great iust as rt is
Bubblers n€eded near pavrlion
Mov€ bocce lan€s to anolher park
Oog droppings a problem

2
I

1

1

I

l

I

I

I
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3.2.4 O H Reid Reserve

Thiny-three written submissions were received in relation to the park. The issues
raised. and the number of times thev were raised. are shown in Table 6.

Table 6 - O H Reid Reserve: issues raiscd by .esidents

l s s u e Times
r a i s e d

3.2.5

Koep as is - no mor€ dsvolopmsnt
AssisVencourage bush reggneratiorv weed c-learance
Overwatering by park sprinklers into bushland a problem
Upgrado play squipment
lrptove stormwaler drainag6 from oval to protect prop€rli6s lrom tlooding
Dog toilot ne6d6d / rnake dog owners rnor6 responsible
Anti-social b€haviour in car park at night because gate lsft op6n
Ksep toilets op6n more often
Nois€ and litt€r irom bus loads of daytrippers a problem
Provide new st€ps from 26,/28 Valeris Av€nuo to oval
Provide shade in picnic area
Provide firebreak between south.gast corner of ovallo goll coutse at tida
head ot Swaines Creek to allow lirefighterc access to protea park and horEs
Provide bicycle palh around the oval
Eubblers needed

29
9

2

2

I

I

1

I

1

Greville Street Reserve

Five written submissions were received in relation ro rhe park. The issues raised,
and the number of times they were raised, are shown in Table 7.

Table 7 - Greville Street Beserye: issues raised by residsnts

l s s u e T l m e s
ra is  ed

Mor€ /b€lter play €quip.nent
Neod a railing along pathway to oval
Keeo as is

Eslablish regular m€ans ol communicalion ,or residents
More shad6 tre6s needed

New enlry n€ed€d at soulhorn end lo gain access to top area
Toilet block needed

Upgrade parking in Grsville Street

0og droppings a ptoblem

Upgrade sealing

2

t
I

I

I

t

I

I

I
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3.3 lssues raised in the 1995 Open Space Plan

W I L L O U G H 6 Y  P  N ( S  P L A "  O F  M A N A G E M E N T

Some of the high priority strategies in rhe Open Space P/an (Manidis Robens
Consultants. 1995) that are relevant to this repon are to:

skateboand and roller blade facilities.

Specific actions in the Open Space PIan as they relate to the park under
consideration in this repon are shown in Table 8.

Tabfe  8  -  Recommendat ions  o f  the  Open Space P lan

P a r k Recommendat ion

Willoughby > Install basketball half{ourt
> Oevelop regional play facility with shade structuro
> Provid€ disabled parking facililies and k6lb ramps
> Ensure protection and staged replacement ol mature trees

Narenburn > Install basketball half{ourt
> Provide kerb ramps
> Provido shade structure over play equipment

Bales > Install basketball half-court
> Provide shade structure over play equipmsnt

O H Reid > Provide disabled parking lacilhies and kerb ramps
Gr€vil l€ Street > No sgecitic recommendations



3.4 Summary of major issues

Table 9 - Summary ol maior issues

P a r k l s s u e

Willoughby > The need lo upgrade the area containing the Willoughby Park
Centre as a focus lor community uses and children's play-

! Considering the long-term use ol the bowling club giv€n the
d€clining memb€tship (100 total), th€ declining use ot lhe
grssns, and declining participation rates in tho sporl generally

> Dust problems from denudod / aroded areas around lhe park

Nafemburn > Intensity ol us6 ot winter training spaco under lights, leading to
deterioration ol th6 playing sudace

> Use ol the car park for commercial uses, and g€neral layout and
app€arance ol lh6 car park

Bales > Ensuring that structured recr€ation has acceptablo inpacts on
local residenls

O H Reid > Maintaining the park generally in its present state (ie no maior
new facil i t ies) and not allowing exclusiv€ uss rights lo any one
group, or inappropriate inlensification ol use

Greville Street > No maior issues

l.
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Action plan

This chapter liss the actions requircd to respond to the issues raised by user groups
and residents who have been involved in the plan of management. as well as those
ralsed ln previous studies, and those identified by the consultin-e team. Actions are
listed accorrding to the broad use zones, in Figure 10.

Table 10 -  Management  zonss

Z o n e O e s c f i p l i o n

Park pefimeter and Applies to allparks and includes surrounding strgets
e n l r i e s

Structured recreation Includ€s ar6as wh€t€ structured recreation occurs, such as playing
zon e fielG and bowling greens

Communily zone Includ€s all ar6as used by th€ general community, such as lormal
and casual picnic ateas ,and meoting aleas

Children's zone Includss ateas with play equipment, and is mainv gearod to n€eds
of childron tsquking some supervision

Teenage zone Appliss to Willoughby Park and r€fers lo a zone geared towards the
needs of teenaggrs and children requidng linle or no supervision

Park-wide issues ManagEment, maintenance and aeslhetics

I
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Table 1 1 - Wil loughby Park :  Ec t ion  p lan

A c t i o n P r i o r i l y Per lo fmance la rge t

Park perimeler & entries
> Roplaco dying and inappropriats planls. Nswplanls

should b€ able to tolorato both wsl and dry
conditions, and b6 bird anracting. Plants should b€
diverse and could includo Mall€os and M€laloucas.
Considor now plantings along Fourth Ave, and on
the bank abov€ Bobon Sl, provid€d the increas€d
shado does not $rorson €xisting dust probl€rns

> In lhe shorl lerm, minimise €rosion and dusl by
mulching d€nudad ar€as. In lhe long€r l€rm,
consider planting oul d€nudod areas. Use a mixed
ranga ot nativ€ spociss lo crealo a relatively
natural looking and div€rso understor6y which does
not need irrigation after establishm€nt, and thal
can tolerate d66p shade. Species could include
Wallaby grass, Lornandra, )Gnthoria minor (dwarf
Grass trees), and vin€s, such as Hard€nb€rgia.
Planting to be preceded by eslablishm€nl ol a
mulch layer. (CSIRO is also currently lr ialing
species ol shade-tolerant grassEs)

> Provide disabled parking and associated kerb
rafips, particulary near Willoughby Park C€ntre.
Consider signs to prsvent parking on nature strips

> Consider traffic managemsnt measures on
perimeler roads

> Consider pro/iding a 2.5 m€lr6 wide bicycl€y' roller
blad6 path around perim€ter

> Upgrade €ntri€s to rnake park rnore welcoming.
Focus on impro'/6d and unifigd signage (see Open
Space Planl and plantings. Maior focus should be
on main €ntry n€ar Park C€ntr6 (see b€low) and
corn€r Fourth Ave/ Mcclelland St, which sutfers
from a lack ot coh6sion. Increase planling in this
ar€a, rernove th€ old gardon b€d which contains
unsuitable plants, and reshapo and roplant as an
entry boulevard. Also in this arsa, ralionalise the
untidy assemblage of small slructures (eg pump
shed, wal6r tank, water mains)

Strong@r local idonlity ol park

lncreas€d bird nur$€rs

An end to €fosion and dusl probl6ms lor local
residents and oark visitors

Problem-free access lo park, panicularly
Willoughby Park Cenlre, by people wirh
disabilities
Increased pedestrian saf ety

Increased unstruclur6d recreational use,
particularly by childr€n and Ieenagers
An enticing €nlry to the park to help increas6
visilation and visitol enjoyment

High

High

High

High

High

High

Communily zone
> Enhance the area betw€€n th6 main gates, Park

Cenk€ and playground to create an atlractive.
welcoming rneeling place. Pave and landscape to
overcom€ dust problenrs, and includo attractive
seatrng (positionod at right-angles to encourage
communication) and tables, BBOs, etc. lt should
havs visual access to lh€ play area.

> Consider leasibil i ty ol a small. low-key outdoor cale
in lhrs area lo orovide intormal refreshrnents

> Undertake a teasibil i ty assessmenl ot upgrading
and exlending Willoughby Park Cenlre

> Provide wheelchair access lo Park Centre bv
burlding a rarrp lrom lhe path

> lmprove security l ighting along main pathways

An anractive me€ling place in the arca alrcady
used by visitors lo the Willoughby Park Centr€
and nearby playground

A strong€t communhy /'family ' locus, attracting
increased visitors and a longer stay
An eod lo orosion and dusl problerns in this area

A new dlmension lo lhs park. lurther increasing its
appeal
lncreased use and improved useabil ity of Centre
lo cater lor existing and expected uses
Problom.lfee access to Centr€ by people wrrh
drsabil it ies

> Increased night-time security lor park vrsitors

High

High

High

Med

M ^ N l O r S
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T a b l e  1 1  - Wil loughby Park :  sc l lon  p lan  (cont inued)

Act lon Pr ior i ly Pertormance lsrget

Ch i ldren 's  zone
> Upgrade play area to r€gional l€vel. Separale lrom

r€st of park, but link to community zon€. Build
shad€ structure. Divido atoa lot children ov€r liv€
years from thos6 under five with low hedge.
Equipm€nl and plants lo encourago croativo play
(eg wat€r play). Provid€ €quipment lor children with
disabilities, wid6 swings for adults. and new
bubblors. Enclos€ playground with lsnce and mak€
gat€s facing Mcclolland Strsst solf{losing

> lnstall children's bik€ lrack which loops around play
area (se6 concept in 1995 Open Spaca Planl

> lntegrate zons b€ner with pre-schoolby using low
sensory plantings along pre-school perimeter lence

> Create a malor locus lor children's play that is
innovativ€, imaginativ6, saf6, and attractiv€

Seo point abovs

Increased visual qualily and intogration with other
park facilities

High

Med

M€d

> More regular maintainf soltfall areas High > Incrgaged safotv ol plav oquipm€nt users
Structured recrealion zone
> Consider strategy plan lor long-term use ol the

bowling club and greens given declining use, and
expiry of lsase in January 1997. Roler also
Leases and Licences, this table, b€low

> Upgrad€ lield No 2: lovel, rssurlaco, dJainags, and
krigation: and build low porimeter bank (a good
exarnpl€ is Grant Fleserv€, Coogee)

> Increas€ seating in shady areas around, and

Long-t€rm viability and best-use of this
significant op€n spaco ar6a

Med

Med

Med

> lrnproved playing surlace' "
> Increased visual quality

> lmproved facil i l ies lor sp€ctators, old€rly and
lookinq towards. both ovals peopl€ wanting to sit

Teenage zone
> Provide 2 haf-baskotball courts. Consider handball

court, praclice hoops and wall for ball gaBEs
> Build skateboard ramp, link€d to propos€d bike path
> Consider gradual replacomont of sxotic shrubs

along Eowling Club tenc€ with thick plantings of low
(uo to 2 metr6s) nalive soecies

lfllproved recroation opportunities fo] childr€n
and teenaggts
lmproved r€creation lor children and t€enagers
lncreased bird lif€
Inprovod visual quality

High

Med
Med

Management and malnl€nance
> K€ep main gates open in daylight houls, and

consid€r keeping them p€rrnanently open
> Reconsider policy rogarding rEintaining th€ turf

wick€t whbh is coslly, and consid€r diverting tunds
to the community area, which is rnor€ highly used

> Increase survgillanco, particularly during tootball High
season and to deter doq-related problenrs

Easier access for strollors sand wheelchairs, and
more welcoming sntrance to pa&
More equitable allocation ol open spac€ lunds

> Reduced impacts on r€sid€nts and park users

High

Med

General aesthelics'
> Unily paved area around Cliv€ Reed Pavilion and Med

grandstand (now pav€d with dilferent surlac€s)
> Remove unneedod struclures and clutt€r, eg Med

recycling crate; replace light poles in play area and
place power und€rqround, rernove unnseded signs

lrnprovsd visual quality

lmproved visual quality

Leases and licences
> Consider applications for leases or l icences in Ongoing > Equitable use of public opsn space

lerrns ol compatibil i ty with the basis lor
management. Reler also Table 16. Renewal ol
Willoughby Park Bowling Club lease in 1997 lo take
account ol proiected demand. and proposals by
club lor adaptive re-us€ to ensu.e ongoing viabil i ly

c o N s u L r ^ N T S
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Table 12 - Naremburn Park: action plan

A c l i o n P t i o t i l y Pedormance larget

Park perimeler & entries
> Upgrade enllios and mak6 park more welcoming High > An €nticing enlry lo th€ park to help increass

(improve signage and plantings), and consider
€xtending inlornal paths

> In main car park:
Provide disabled parking and kelb ramps

bordering lh6 park

> lmprovo pathway lighting

visitation and visitor €nioymont
> lmproved facilily for p€destrians

High > Probl€m-lree acc€ss lo park by peoplo with
disabil it ies

roaos
Med > Increased night-lim€ security lor park visilors

Prevent couriers using car park as transf€r aroa High > Usa ol car park for rocraational us€rs
Erect rvarning signs lor driv€F parking on crickot High > Reduced risk of windscreon damge and legal
days to reduco chances of windscreen damage liability
Bedesign and r€-pav6 car park lo increase saloty High > lnproved visual quality and shade
(panicularly at the int€rs€ction ol PaIk Road) and > Increased salety
aesthetics, and continu€ to r€inforco porimstet
plantings, particularly with nativo species

Conlinue to reinforco planting to visually and High > lmproved visual quality
psychologically soften €llects ol lrattic and trains

> Consider tratfic management measures on all roads Med > Increased pedestrian saf€ty on s'urrounding

Communily zone
> Increase seating and consider picnic turniture, ., High > lmproved lacilities lor spectators, people

bubbleJs, etc, parlicularly near the play area supervising children, and lhose wanting to sit
> Upgrado play 6quipm6nt and provido shade High > Inproved venue tor children's play, with

st(rcture over play equiprn€nt and r€pair f6nca increased shade
around the play area

Slfuctured recreation zone
> Considsr feducing intsnsity ol training
> Add soats overlooking No 2 o\ral

High > Prevent deterioration of park sudac€
Med > lmproved seating lacilitios, esp lor spectators

.> Locale Gordon Flugby's scrum machin€ whhin High > lmproved visual quality and safety
existing envelope of chango room building, and
remove conlain6r ffom oark

> Inprove drainago on lowsr oval Med > lrnproved useability of playing surface

Management, maintenance and aesthetics
> Consider ke6ping toilots open during the day High > lnprove public convenience
> Liaiso with Northorn Suburbs Crick€[ Assn to High > lmproved cricket playing conditions

improve maint6nanc6 ol synlhetic wickets
> Liaise wilh clubs to l6ss6n noise / anti-social High > Increased residential amenity

behaviour afl6r training. Consider applying a bond
> Liaise wilh Sydn€y Eloctricity to plac€ powerlines Med > lmproved visual quality

underground and replace lanp poles within park

Leases  and l i cences
> Consider applications lor leases or l icences i l

compalible with basis for management of park, and
prevent exclusive Us€ with long leases by any user
group.  Reter  Tab le  16

O'rgl'r5 > Equally ol access
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T a b l e  1 3  - Eales  Park :  ac l  io  n  p lan

A c t l o n P r i o r i t y Per fo rmance la rge t

Park perimeter & entries
> Upgrade ontrios to the park to make ths park mor€

welcoming (irnprovo signago and plantings). In
paniculat, onhanco landscape planting at Sydn€y
and Stanley Stresl €ntries (og replace Ouoonsland
b6an tr6Es near Sydn€y Str€et which are
perlorming poorV)

> Continus to roinlorcs planling, parlicularly in
corners, to reduca 'squar€n6ss' ol the park.
Continu€ to rsinlorce planting near Ranelagh Cr

> Around p€rimoter, r€plac€ poor and inapprop.iate
plant specimens with nativ€ species. In particular,
r€plant poncil pines on noihern side with
indigenous species capable of withstanding poor
drainage (drainage in lhis area is poor due to run otf
trom sprinklers). Ths pinos aro incorpalibls with
lh€ localvegetation and p€dorming poorv.
Botwe€n west6rn fsnce and the biclrcl€ lrack, plant
shrubs lo visually softon th€ edge ot th6 park

> Add to paving tiom Sydney Streel so lhat it links
with amenities area

> An enticing €ntry to lhe park to help incroase
visilation and visilor enjoymenl

High

High

High

lncr€ased shade

ldproved visual quality

Increas€d shad€

lrnproved visual quality

Med > lfiprov€d acc€ss and visual quality

Children's zone
> Upgrade play €quipmont

> Liaise with Sydney Eleclricity to pul lighting power
lines underground to increase visual quality and
rsduce conflict with branches

> Rointorce planting in playg.ound area to increase
shade, and provid€ shade slructure.

lmproved venue lor children's play that
corplements other park uses
lmprov€d visual quality

lncreas€d shads

Inproved visual quality

Med

High

High

Slructured recrealion zone
> Provide 1 or 2 baskotball haltcourts
> Consid€r liaising with Kudngai Dislricl Socc€r Assn

to extgnd use ol tield for aft€rnoon soccef
> Incteas€ seals around ground, panicularly in

shady aroas

Increased opporluniti€s tor teenagers

Me€t usor dornand

Inproved facilities for spectators, etderly , and
people wanting to sit

Med
High

High

Managemenl ,  ma in tenance and aes lhe t lcs
> Maintain soldall in play aroa
> Increase night l ighting to reduce vandalism, which

is a problem. Particularly around play equipmonl
and buildings

> Reconsidsr policy with r€gatd lo dogs to anend to
dog dropping problem

> Increase palrols on weekend nighls

lnprovod safety lor children
Increas€d securily of park ass€ts

Increased hygiene and visitor amenity

Fleduced vandalism and othe. anti.social
b€haviour

High

Med

High

High

Leases  and l i cences
> Consrder applacations lor leases or l icences in

lerrns ol compatibil i ty with the basis lor
manag€ment ol the park, and prevent €xclusive
us€ with long leases by any on€ use. group

Reler  Tab le  l6

Ongoing > Equality ol access
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Table 14 - O H Re id  Reserve :  ac t ion  p lan

A c  I  i o n P r i o r i t y Per f  o rmance la rge t

Park perimetef & entries
> Continu€ to manage and r€generato bushland as

por Council's generic plan ol management for
bushland (Perkins and Hill, 1995)

> Liaise with local bush regen€ration tearns to
provide support and advice on appropriate bush
regeneration tochniquas

> Provide disabled parking and kerb famps

> Upgrade enlry lo make th€ park moro wolcoming
(improve signago and plantings), particularly
shade lrees

Ongoing > Cornplianc€ with bushland plan of manag€m€nt

High

High

High

lmproved manag€m€nt and maintenarc6 of
surrounding bushland

Problsm.tre6 access lo park by people with
disabil it ies

An enticing €htry to tho park to help rncrease
visitation and visitor €njoyment

Communi ty  zone
> Upgrade play equipment

> Replacs wood barbsques with sl€ctric (free lor
use, with tim€r)

> Plant additionalshads lrees

> Upgrade all park turniture and introduce a unilorm

lrnpfov€d venue for childron's play that
corlglomenls oth€r park uses
Reduc€d risk of bushfiros and damaoe to bush
from wood gath€rers

lncreased shads
lrnproved visual quality

lrnproved visual quality

Med

High

Med

Med
style lhat is vandal-rosislant

Slructured recreat ion :one
> Maintain as 'yillage gre6n' tor low-k€y structur€d

recreation (io no lunhef d€veloprn€nt)
> Liaise with Kuringai District Soccor Assn, which

has indicated an intefest in using the oval for
soccer, which would hav€ broad community
supporl. Considor a long-term lease, as ther6 is
also a community requ€st to establish a long-term

Maintenance of lranquil ambience

Establishm€nt ol long-term user with broad
communrty acceptanc€

High

High

Management, mainlenance and aeslhetics
> Set up community managem€nt comminee to

assist Council in addr€ssing issu€s 16lated to the
park, especially as th€y r€late to r€sidents, bush
regeneralion teams and sporting users

> Inv€stigale aflecl of stormwater drainage from
nearby homes onto oval

> Increas€ rang€r patrols and ensur€ gate to oval is
shut each night to reduce anti-social b€haviour

> Consider keeping toilets open during the day
> Liaise wilh commercialbus companies lo reduce

noise and litter lrom day-tnppers
> Reconsider policy in regard to dogs, and consider

Install ing dog toilet

> Ongoing - and meaninglul- community
involvement in pa* management

Minimum impact of oval on nearby resid€nts in
ternrs of stormwater flows
Reduced anti-social behaviour in car park at night

Increased visitor amenity
Reduced noise and litter impacts

Increased hygiene and visitor amenity

High

High

High
High

High

Leases  and l i cences
> Consider aoDlications lor leases or l icences in

terms ol compatibil i ty with the basis tor
management ol Ihe park, and prevent €xclusive
use with long leases bV any one user group
Refe .  TabL 16

Ongoing > Equality ol access

\
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Table 15 -  Grevi l le  s t reet  Reserve:  act ion p l ln

Act ion P r i o  r i t y Pertormance larget

Park perimeter & entries
> Upgrade €ntry to mako the park mors welcoming High > An €nticing €nlry to the park to h6lp increase

(improve signage and planlings) visilation and visitor enjoymenl

> Continus to manage and r€9on6rato bushland as Ongoing > Complianco with bushland plan ot managgm€nl
per Council's generic plan ot management lo(
bushland (Parkins and Hill, 1995)

> In the long-term, considor anglo parking in Greville Low > lrnprovsd parking lor visilors whil6 minimising
Street beside park, if parking becom€s a majof irnpacls on rosidonts
issue

Communi ty  zone
> Upgrado play equipmont High > lmproved facilitios for chil&en's play
> Upgrads seating Med > lmproved facilities lor spoctators, oldody, and

people wanting to sit
> Provid€ a railing along path to oval High > Increas€d pedestlian safety
> Planl mor€ shad6 trees in top section of the park. Med > Increased shad€

as wellas additional low vogetation at th€ top. > lmproved visual quality
seclion of th€ park, wilhout dotracting from views
or use ol lhis area toj picnics and ball games

Sl ruc tured  recrea l ion  zone
> Maintain for low-key recreation (i€ no turther High > Mainl€nance ol lranquil arnbienc€

development)
> Consider building new low-key toilet block Med > lncreased public amenity

Management ,  main lenance and aeslhel ics
> Establish channellor regular communication h/ilh High > Incr€ased community involvoment in park

r€sidenls m:lnagement
> Consider policy in rogard to dogs to reduce dog High > Incr€as€d hygieno and visitot arnenity

droppings problem

Leases and licences
> Consider applications tor leas€s or l icences in Ongoing > Equality ol acc€ss

terms ol compatibility with th€ basis tor
managom6nt ol th€ park and pr€vont exclusive
use with long lgases by any on6 user group

Reler Table 16

\
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City-wiOe strategic issues

A number of issues occur throughout Willoughby, for which a uniform strategy is
needed. These issues are shown in Table 16. together with possible actions.

Table 16 - City-wtde issues: action plan

l s s u e Possiblo action

> Park entries ar€ gon€rally poorly delined and
unwelcoming.

Sealing is dit lor€nt at €ach park. Whils seats ars
generally functional and vandal-resistant, lhey ars
unstylish.

Shade Ite€s ar€ lacking, though Council has
begun lo replaco dying trees and lill gaps.

Training facil i t ies ar6 generally scarce and in
great d6mand, lsading to deterioration ot lhe
playing surfaco.

Dogs ar6 considersd a r€asonably high nuisanc€
by many peopls both in terrns of droppings and
child saloty.

Communicalion with j€sidents could be
ifiproved to enable th€m to understand Council
policy in rslation to 6ach park, and any proposals.

Long-term leases and licences are
gen€rally not support6d. Currently, the only
leases aro for th6 Willoughby PaIk Bowling Club
and First Naremburn Cub Hall.

Exclusive use ol any park is strongly and
widely opposed.

> Some atlontion is n€edgd in r€lation lo signage
and plantings to giv6 visitors lo foeling ol entering
a special place. In parlicular, a uniform sysl€m ol
signage is needed.

> Consid€r developing a unilorm design for all park
lurniturs with th6 criteria of lunclionality, vandal
resistance and styl6 in mind.

> Continue to reinlorco these plantings.

> Re-assess policy in f€gard lo training facilities in
Ielation to resid€ntial atn€nity.

> Reconsider Council policy. Considet iocreasing
dog licenc€s to help pay lor €nla rangers and dog
catchers.; installing dog loiletsi and increasing
€ducation through local papers to make owners
more responsible lor thsir dogs' actions.

> Establish a channallot rogular communbation
wilh residents who live near parks.

> As a general principlo lor all Council-owned land,
long-term leas€s and licences should only be
considered whero caphal irnprovoments ar€
proposed for th€ land and its facililies, and the
broad approval ol local l€sidsnls has been
eslablished lor tho lsase / liconce and the
ptoposed capital irnprovoments.

> Only consider exclusivo use rights on long leases
thal would nol hav€ a likely irnpacl on the long-
term use of the paak-

> Consider developing trallic managernenl schemes
in l iaison with local residenls.

> Reconsider allocation lor each ground in view ol
intensity ol use (eg incroase allocalion at
Naremburn Park relativ6 to Bales Park and OH
Reid)

>  Tra l f i c  and re la ted  road sa te tv  i ssues  on
surrounding streets.

> Maintenance costs appear not lo relale well to
int€nsity ol use. panicularly Nafemburn Park
relative to Eales Park and OH Reid Fleserve

l'
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Appendix A
Consultation



lnput to the draft plans of management

parks. The lesers requested input ro the plan of managemeit in February l99j 
-- '

community and seeking comments.

submissions we re compiled and assessed.

meeungs to discuss the future of the parts and the directioh of the plani of
management. Five meetings were held in Counci.l's premises in February 1995.

groups.

rcprese ntatives.

following organisations who provided input into the drift plans of ,natragement,

Godon District Junior Cricket Association
Gordon Rugby Club
Kuringai and Oistrict Soccer Association
Middle Harbour Ward Progress Association
Narembum Progress Association
Norlhem Suburbs Cricket Association
O H Reid Mermrial and Other West Ward Reserves Residents Assn lnc
Play Alliance Committee
Sl Aloysius College
The Dalleys Road Consotrdation (Naremburn Residenls Group)
Willoughby Park Bowting Club
Willoughby Park Cenlre
Willoughby Park Centre Advisory Board
Willoughby Park Pre-school and Play Group




