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Reserve Profile 

Blue Gum Reserve is 17ha of bushland located west of the Pacific 
Highway and north of Fullers Road in Chatswood. It is important 
as a contiguous link with Fullers Reserve, bushland managed by 
Ku-ring-gai Council and the Lane Cove National Reserve, 
managed by the NSW National Reserves & Wildlife Service to the 
west.  

PLANT COMMUNITY: Blue Gum Reserve supports a small pocket of 
Blue Gum High Forest (S_WSF01) in the eastern section near 
Dulwich Rd. It is a tall wet sclerophyll forest community found on 
fertile shale soil. It consists of Sydney Blue Gum (Eucalyptus 
saligna), Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) and Turpentine 
(Syncarpia glomulifera). Remnant Blue Gum High Forest is listed 
as a Critically Endangered Ecological Community under the NSW 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. Currently there is only 4% of 
its original extent left in NSW. Blue Gum Creek runs through the 
Reserve and is surrounded by Coastal Sandstone Gallery 
Rainforest (S_RF02). Coachwood (Ceratopetalum apetalum) 
dominates the canopy with Black Wattle (Callicoma serratifolia), 
Lilly Pilly (Acmena smithii), Water Gum (Tristaniopsis laurina) and 
tree ferns (Cyathea spp.) forming the sub-canopy layer. Beyond 
the creek, Coastal Enriched Sandstone Moist Forest (S_WSF02) 
is found in western parts of the Reserve. It is tall open eucalypt 
forest with a mesic shrub and small tree layer. The canopy 
consists of Smooth-barked Apple (Angophora costata), 
Turpentine (Syncarpia glomulifera), Blackbutt (Eucalyptus 
pilularis) and Sydney peppermint (Eucalyptus piperita). Lower are 
rainforest species such as Coachwood (Ceratopetalum 
apetalum), Blueberry Ash (Elaeocarpus reticulatus) and Cabbage 
Tree Palms (Livistona australis). The forest floor is covered by 
ferns and twiners. West of the scout hall the dominant vegetation 
community is Coastal Enriched Sandstone Dry Forest (S_DSF04). 
It is a tall open eucalypt forest with an understorey of dry 
sclerophyll shrubs and ferns amongst the ground cover. The 
canopy consists of smooth-barked apple (Angophora costata), 
Sydney peppermint (Eucalyptus piperita) and blackbutt 
(Eucalyptus pilularis). Small trees Allocasuarina littoralis and Old 
Man Banksia (Banksia serrata) are common above a variety of 
wattles, tea-trees, gee bungs and grass trees. In the far south-
west section of the Reserve there is a small community of Sydney 
North Exposed Sandstone Woodland (S_DSF11) in a lower 
eucalypt woodland community. 

Statement of Significance 
Blue Gum Reserve is classified as bushland in State 
Environmental Planning Policy No 19 (*Vol 1, 1.4), and is protected 
under State and Commonwealth Legislation (*Vol 1, 1.5.2). The 
majority of the Reserve is zoned E2 Environmental Conservation 
in the Willoughby Local Environment Plan (WLEP) 2012.  
It is an important recreational space with open areas and walking 
tracks through bushland that links Roseville and Chatswood with 
the Lane Cove National Reserve. 

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: There are no recorded sites in 
the Reserve, however there are many nearby along the Lane 
Cove River. The Gamaragal people are the traditional inhabitants. 

NATURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: Blue Gum Reserve is significant 
for its diversity of native plant and wildlife species. Predominantly 
open woodland above the gully forest along the creek, the 
Reserve has a range of hollow bearing and stag trees, rock 
outcrops and bush rock structures. There is a large area of dense 
weeds consisting mostly of Privet, Lantana, Ochna and Fishbone 
Fern in the western area of the Reserve that provides habitat, 
particularly for small birds. These weeds will incrementally be 
removed to allow wildlife populations to find habitat in adjacent 
areas.Blue Gum Creek runs through the Reserve. The Reserve is 
steep in sections with significant rock outcrops providing habitat.  

 

 

 

The Reserve is important for its east/west and north/south habitat 
links, particularly for long ranging wildlife, such as birds and bats. 
Diversity of vegetation communities and geological niches provide 
habitat for a variety of wildlife including insects, lizards, frogs, 
Microbats, Grey-headed Flying Fox, Sugar Glider, Brown 
Antechinus, Long-nosed Bandicoot and many species of birds. It 
is home to both migratory and local birds, including the Powerful 
Owl which has a conservation status of vulnerable in New South 
Wales. 

The Reserve also provides habitat for a variety of fungi. Fungi play 
a fundamental role in the environment, including symbiotic 
mutualisms in nutrient cycling, retention, and formation of soil 
structure. There are several species of Hygrocybe (H.) in the 
reserve that are threatened including H. reesiae, H. aurantipes, H. 
austropratensis and H. anomela var. ianthinomarginata. 

HISTORIC CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: The one hundred acres of land 
between the Lane Cove River and Blue Gum Creek, granted to 
Robert Ball in 1836 would have included the Reserve. Early use 
was for timber-getting, later orchards and market gardens were 
established between the river and Fullers Rd. Three small dairies 
were located at West Pde, Kareela Rd and Greville St prior to 
1953. Remains of the former Chatswood Rifle Range include a 
target wall built on an embankment and firing mounds with 
masonry walls. These areas are within the Lane Cove National 
Reserve. When operational, the rifle range was kept cleared, but 
when use ceased in 1955 weeds established. 
There are remnants of an old vehicle access trail hidden under 
vegetation west of Greville St that may have been established 
when orchards and dairies were present.    

Reserve Impacts 
Stormwater channeled into drainage lines and the Creek has had 
a significant impact. During rain events increased water erodes 
creek banks and carries gross pollutants, sediment and nutrients. 
Along with the occasional overflow from the sewerage system 
these impacts encourage the spread of weeds and deterioration 
of native flora and fauna.  

Past land clearing, farming practices and urbanisation has led to 
degraded soil profiles and changed drainage patterns. Walking 
tracks segment bushland and provide easy access for feral and 
domestic animals.  

Residential properties are adjacent to the entire southern, eastern 
and almost half of the northern boundary. Potential impacts are 
dumping of garden waste, encroaching into the Reserve, excess 
runoff of water and/or nutrients and pets entering the Reserve. 
The Lane Cove National Reserve adjoins to the west. There are 
extreme weed infestations in the National Reserve that if left could 
impact native plant vegetation in Blue Gum Reserve.    

ENCROACHMENTS: Encroachments are recorded at Findlay 
Avenue, Greville Street, Kareela Road, Dulwich Road. All 
encroachments will be requested to be removed based on priority. 
New encroachments will be forwarded to Council compliance.  

Wildlife Habitat Issues   
Blue Gum Reserve’s continuity with other natural areas makes it 
an important haven for wildlife. Areas dominated by woody weeds 
have value as habitat, especially for small birds. Changes 
occurring to vegetation during regeneration could potentially 
favour certain species at a cost to others without the deliberate 
creation and management of declining habitat types. 

There are issues arising from uncontrolled dogs and cats. The 
Reserve is designated as a Wildlife Protection Area under the 
Companion Animals Act 1998. Dogs are allowed leashed in the 
Reserve east of Kooba Ave and no dogs are permitted to the west. 
Cats are not allowed in the reserve at all. 

There is also evidence of fox activity in the reserve. 

 

 

 

Achievements 
An informal track was upgraded in 2019 from the Scout Hall to the 
bush track below Greville Street, to provide continuity of access. 

Fox baiting has continued to help protect native wildlife. 

Bushland Management Goals – Blue Gum Reserve 

The following management aims from the UBPOM 2023 are priory 
objectives in this reserve: 

5.3c: To reduce sediment loads in stormwater and creek lines 
throughout catchments; 

5.4b: To maintain the integrity of bushland reserves through the 
reduction of encroachments and other boundary impacts; 

5.6c: To protect bushland viability through the control of activities 
which may cause permanent disturbance or change to bushland; 

6.3b: To implement weed control programs which are based on 
regeneration and restoration principles and which increase the 
bushland resilience to further weed infestation. 

Bushland Management – General Principles for all Reserves 

a. Bushland regeneration is a long term process requiring staged 
weed removal to ensure establishment of native plant 
communities. Work will proceed from good bush to degraded 
areas with techniques that encourage regeneration. 

b. If possible, weed refuse and natural debris composted on site. 

c. If natural regeneration is deemed inadequate, supplementary 
plantings to mimic local plant communities and landscapes will 
be used with local provenance species. 

d. Standing dead trees and forest litter (including logs/branches) 
to be kept for wildlife habitat unless deemed a risk to safety.  

e. Monitor, maintain and enhance vegetation connectivity for 
wildlife habitat within the reserve and reserve networks. 

f. Phytophthora cinnamomi (a root rot pathogen) is listed as a 
key threatening process in NSW. Bushland workers are to use 
hygiene protocols to minimise risk. 

g. Report and record all reserve encroachments. Monitor for tree 
vandalism and/or removal and report to Council Compliance 
for appropriate action. 

h. Monitor wildlife habitat and supplement where necessary.  

i. Monitor feral animal activity and implement appropriate 
management actions where necessary. 

j. Encourage the community to report wildlife sightings via the 
Wildlife Watch Program. 

k. Bushfire management will be achieved through 
implementation of a strategic hazard reduction program 
consistent with the Bushfire Risk Management Plan. 

l. Species diversity will be maintained by an ecological burn 
program in a mosaic pattern.  

m. Monitor and protect Aboriginal cultural heritage sites. 
Bushland staff to notify Aboriginal Heritage Office prior to a 
burn to identify sites and implement protection measures. 

n. Preserve natural features for educational purposes and 
continue to inform the community of bushland issues through 
on-site activities and signage. Maintain appropriate signage.  

o. Formal tracks to be maintained and unwanted tracks to be 
closed to prevent damage to habitat and to impede access of 
feral animals, unless used for access by bushland workers.  

p. Establish photo points to monitor work and review annually 

Animal List for Blue Gum Reserve 

Blue Gum Reserve provides habitat for a number native animals. 
A list of these species can be found at: 
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Residents/Reserves-and-
recreation/Reserves-reserves-and-playgrounds/Blue-Gum-
Reserve  
 

 

 

Native Plant List for Blue Gum Reserve 
FORK FERNS CELASTRACEAE MALVACEAE RHAMNACEAE 

PSILOTACEAE Denhamia silvestris 
Lasiopetalum ferrugineum 
var. ferrugineum 

Pomaderris sp  

Psilotum nudum CONVOLVULACEAE MELIACEAE RUBIACEAE 

FERNS Dichondra repens 
Synoum glandulosum 
subsp. glandulosum 

Gynochthodes jasminoides 

ASPLENIACEAE CUNONIACEAE MENISPERMACEAE Opercularia aspera 

Asplenium australasicum Bauera rubioides Sarcopetalum harveyanum Pomax umbellata 

BLECHNACEAE Callicoma serratifolia PHYLLANTHACEAE Rubus sp 

Blechnum cartilagineum Ceratopetalum apetalum Breynia oblongifolia RUTACEAE 

Doodia aspera 
Ceratopetalum 
gummiferum 

Glochidion ferdinandi var. 
ferdinandi 

Zieria pilosa 

Doodia caudata DILLENIACEAE PICRODENDRACEAE Zieria smithii 

CYATHEACEAE Hibbertia  dentata Micrantheum ericoides SAPINDACEAE 

Cyathea australis Hibbertia linearis Phyllanthus hirtellus Alectryon subcinereus 

Cyathea cooperi ERICAEAE-EPACRIDOIDEAE MORACEAE Dodonaea triquetra 

DENNSTAEDTIACEAE Epacris longiflora Ficus rubiginosa THYMELAEACEAE 

Dennstaedtia davallioides Epacris microphylla MYRSINACEAE 
Pimelea linifolia subsp. 
linifolia 

Hypolepis muelleri Leucopogon amplexicaulis Myrsine variabilis VIOLACEAE 

Pteridium esculentum Leucopogon ericoides MYRTACEAE Viola hederacea 

DICKSONIACEAE Leucopogon juniperinus Acmena smithii VITACEAE 

Calochlaena dubia 
Leucopogon lanceolatus 
var. lanceolatus 

Angophora costata subsp. 
costata 

Cayratia clematidea 

GLEICHENIACEAE Trochocarpa laurina Backhousia myrtifolia Cissus hypoglauca 

Sticherus flabellatus var. 
flabellatus 

Woollsia pungens Callistemon citrinus MONOCOTS 

POLYPODIACEAE ELAEOCARPACEAE Corymbia gummifera ARACEAE 

Microsorum scandens Tetratheca bauerifolia  Alocasia brisbanensis 

Platycerium bifurcatum  Tetratheca thymifolia Eucalyptus globoidea Gymnostachys anceps 

Pyrrosia rupestris EUPHORBIACEAE Eucalyptus haemastoma ASPHODELACEAE 

PTERIDACEAE 
Amperea xiphoclada var. 
xiphoclada 

Eucalyptus paniculata 
subsp. paniculata 

Dianella caerulea var. 
caerulea 

Adiantum aethiopicum Homalanthus populifolius Eucalyptus pilularis 
Dianella longifolia var. 
longifolia 

Adiantum formosum FABACEAE-MIMOSOIDEAE Eucalyptus piperita Geitonoplesium cymosum 

Pellaea falcata Acacia binervia 
Eucalyptus resinifera subsp. 
resinifera 

Xanthorrhoea arborea  

SCHIZAEACEAE Acacia decurrens Eucalyptus saligna Xanthorrhoea media  

Schizaea bifida  Acacia floribunda Kunzea ambigua ASPARAGACEAE 

SINOPTERIDACEAE 
Acacia irrorata subsp. 
irrorata 

Leptospermum 
polygalifolium subsp. 
polygalifolium 

Eustrephus latifolius 

Cheilanthes sieberi subsp. 
sieberi 

Acacia linifolia Leptospermum squarrosum 
Lomandra filiformis subsp. 
filiformis 

THELYPTERIDACEAE 
Acacia longifolia subsp. 
longifolia 

Leptospermum trinervium Lomandra longifolia 

Christella dentata Acacia longissima Melaleuca ericifolia  
Lomandra micrantha 
subsp. tuberculata 

CONIFERS Acacia parramattensis 
Syncarpia glomulifera 
subsp. glomulifera 

Lomandra obliqua 

CUPRESSACEAE Acacia suaveolens Tristaniopsis laurina COMMELINACEAE 

Callitris sp. 
Acacia terminalis subsp. 
Long inflorescences 

OLEACEAE Commelina cyanea 

PODOCARPACEAE Acacia ulicifolia 
Notelaea longifolia f. 
longifolia 

CYPERACEAE 

Podocarpus spinulosus FABACEAE-FABOIDEAE ONAGRACEAE Gahnia melanocarpa 

DICOTS Bossiaea obcordata 
Epilobium billardierianum 
subsp. cinereum 

Lepidosperma gunnii 

ACANTHACEAE Dillwynia retorta  PITTOSPORACEAE Lepidosperma laterale  

Pseuderanthemum variabile Glycine clandestina Billardiera scandens JUNCACEAE 

AIZOACEAE Glycine tabacina Pittosporum revolutum Juncus usitatus 

Tetragonia tetragonoides Gompholobium minus Pittosporum undulatum COLCHIACEAE 

AMARANTHACEAE 
Gompholobium 
grandiflorum 

PLANTAGINACEAE Schelhammera undulata 

Alternanthera denticulata Hardenbergia violacea Veronica plebeia ORCHIDACEAE 

APIACEAE Kennedia rubicunda POLYGALACEAE Acianthus fornicatus 

Actinotus helianthi  Platylobium formosum Comesperma volubile Caladenia catenata 

Actinotus minor Pultenaea tuberculata POLYGONACEAE Cryptostylis erecta 

Centella asiatica Pultenaea flexilis Persicaria hydropiper Dendrobium speciosum 

Platysace lanceolata Pultenaea rosmarinifolia PROTEACEAE Pterostylis grandiflora 

Xanthosia pilosa Pultenaea stipularis 
Banksia ericifolia subsp. 
ericifolia 

POACEAE 

Xanthosia tridentata GERANIACEAE 
Banksia integrifolia subsp. 
integrifolia 

Aristida sp 

APOCYNACEAE Geranium homeanum Banksia oblongifolia Cymbopogon refractus 

Tylophora barbata HALORAGACEAE Banksia serrata Digitaria parviflora 

ARALIACEAE 
Gonocarpus micranthus 
subsp. micranthus 

Banksia spinulosa 
Echinopogon caespitosus 
var. caespitosus 

Hydrocotyle sibthorpioides HYPERICACEAE 
Grevillea buxifolia subsp. 
buxifolia 

Entolasia marginata 

Astrotricha floccosa Hypericum gramineum Grevillea linearifolia Entolasia stricta 

Astrotricha longifolia f. 
'Coastal' 

LAMIACEAE Hakea dactyloides  Imperata cylindrica  

Polyscias sambucifolia subsp. 
Long leaflets 

Clerodendrum 
tomentosum 

Hakea sericea  
Microlaena stipoides var. 
stipoides 

ASTERACEAE Plectranthus parviflorus Lomatia silaifolia Oplismenus aemulus 

Ozothamnus diosmifolius LAURACEAE Persoonia levis  Themeda triandra 

BIGNONIACEAE 
Cassytha glabella f. 
glabella 

Persoonia linearis  RESTIONACEAE 

Pandorea pandorana subsp. 
pandorana 

Cassytha pubescens Xylomelum pyriforme Lepyrodia scariosa 

CASUARINACEAE LOBELIACEAE RANUNCULACEAE SMILACACEAE 

Allocasuarina littoralis Lobelia andrewsii Clematis aristata  Smilax australis 

Allocasuarina torulosa Lobelia purpurascens Smilax glyciphylla  
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